Cost evaluation for the implementation of water fluoridation in Gauteng.
Regulations to implement water fluoridation in South Africa were promulgated in September 2000. Water providers are now compelled to fluoridate public water sources. In terms of Regulation 5(c) of the regulations, certain information regarding the cost of water fluoridation must be submitted to the Director General of Health. The purpose of this survey was to evaluate the cost of water fluoridation in Gauteng and to provide a model for similar calculations in other provinces. The following criteria were used to evaluate the cost of water fluoridation in Gauteng--per capita cost per year, cost-effectiveness analysis (CEA) and cost-benefit analysis (CBA). The calculated cost per capita per year was R0.73 while CEA showed that R3.95 will be spent to save 1 DMFT. The cost-benefit ratio based on the scale of benefits cost of a 2 surface plastic restoration was 0.04. Evaluation of cost for the implementation of water fluoridation in Gauteng was extremely favourable and a model to estimate the per capita figure is provided.